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\ONFERENCE re-assembled at 2 o'clock, and the choir sang: 
O say what is truth? »Tis the fairest gem 
That the riches of worlds can produce. — 
aber prayer by President William Budge, the choir sang: 
Though deep ning trials throng your way, 
Press on, press:on; ye Saints of God. 

The Gaorament of the Lord's Supper was administered, after which the. 
clerk presented the general Authorities of the Church to be sustained by the 
Conference as follows: John Taylor, Prophet, Seer and Revelator. to, and 
President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in all the world. 
George Q. Cannon as First, and Joseph F. Smith as Second Counselor in the 
First Presidency. Wilford Woodruff, President of the Twelve Apostles. 
Members of the Council of the Apostlee— Wilford Woodruff, Lorenzo Snow, 
Erastus Snow; Franklin D. Richards, Brigham . Young, Albert Carrington, 
Moses Thatcher, Francis Marion Lyman, John Henry Smith, George Teasdale, . 
Heber J. Grant and John W. Taylor: Counselors to the Twelve Apostles— 5 


Jobn WI Young and Daniel H. Wells. . Patriarch’ of the Church-- John 
Smith. The First Seven: Presidents of Seventies Henry Herriman, Horace, , 
S. Eldredge, Jacob Gates, Abram H. Cannon, Seymour B. Young, Christian 
D. Fjelsted: and John Morgan. William B. Preston as Presiding Bishop, 
with Robert T. Burton as his First, and John Q. Cannon as hig Second Conn- 
selor. John Taylor as Trustee-in-Trast.for the body, of religious worshipers, 
known and recognized. as the n of, Jesus Christ of Latter- day Saints, re 
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hold the legal title to its property and contract for it. The Counselors to 
the President, the Twelve Apostles, their Counselors, and Bishop Wm. B. 
Preston, as Counselors to the Trustee-in-Trust. Wilford Woodruff as His- 
torian for the Church and General Church Recorder, and Franklin D. Rich- 
ards as his assistant. Albert Carrington as President of the Perpetual Emi- 
gration Fund Co. for the Gathering of the Poor, and F. D. Richards, F. M. 
Lyman, H. S. Eldredge; Joseph F. Smith, Angas M. Cannon, Moses Thatcher, 
Wm. Jennings, John R. Winder, Henry Dinwoodey, Robert T. Burton, A. 
O. Smoot and H. B. Clawson, as his assistants. Truman O. Angell as Gene- 
ral Architect of the Church, and T. O. Angell, jun., and W. H. Folsom as his 
assistants. As Auditing Committee — Wilford’ Woodruff, Erastus Snow, 
Franklin D. Richards, Joseph F. Smith, William Jennings. John Nicholson 
as Clerk of Conference. John Irvine and George F. Gibbs as Church Re- 
41 GOO Every vote taken was unanimous. 
| PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS 
Said it was with pleasure that he had to announce that, sited thie — 
of the First Presidency were unable to be present at Conference, they had not 
forgotten us, having forwarded an epistle to be read to the Saints. The 
epistle was then read, as follows, by Elder B. F. Cummings, Jun: 
EPISTLE OF THE FIRST PRESIDENCY. 
President’s Office, Salt Lake City, April 4, 1885. 
To the Officers 2 Members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints in Conference assembled: 
BELOVED BRETHREN AND Sisters: It is , eminently proper, under the cir- 
cumstances, not being able to be with you in person at our Annual Confer- 
ence, that we should address.you a few lines, and. express to you our faith 
feelings and hopes concerning the great work of our God in which we are 
mutually interested. Never at any time in our lives have we had more 7 
and satisfaction in the Gospel, and in the labors thereof, than we have at the 
present time. Profoundly grateful to our God for His kindness to us in per- 
mitting us to have a name and a place among His people, and to be the 
bearers of His everlasting Priesthood, we are determined with His help to 
press forward with increased diligence and zeal in doing our part towards 
the carrying on of His purposes and work. We see His hand marvelously. 
manifested in behalf of His people“ We know that His power is with us, 
that His angels have charge concerning us, and that no affliction can fall 
upon any one, however humble, without it: being fully known to Him. This 
knowledge that God is near to us, aud hears and answers our prayers, is an 
nnoeasing cause of thankfulness and praise. For a wise purpose iu His pro- 
videnee He permits the wicked, in the exercise of their agency, from time to 
time to uffliet His followers, Since the days of our father Adam this has 
always been the case, and it will continue to be, so long as Satan has any 
power over the hearts of the children of men. We are all children of the 
same Great Parent, and each one has the opportunity and privilege granted 
to him or ber to exercise his or her agency. | We have chosen to serve the 
God of Israel. We have submitted to His laws, huve obeyed His — a 
and have chosen the path which He assures us will bring us into His pres- 
ene. Others of His ee prefer a different course. They yield to a 
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different influenoe, and, under its power, they seek to destroy the work of 


God and all who are connected with it. This they can do in the exercise of 
the ageney which the Father has given unto them. Not only in times past, 


but in our own day, the wicked have persecuted, tormented and murdered 


the Saints of God. But, while in so doing, they bring upon themselves ever- | 
lasting. condemnation, their acts are overruled for the glory and exaltation of 


His faithful people, and the accomplishment of His purposes in the redemp- 
tion of the earth. 
Per a few months past we have seen in these valleys an exhibition of this 


deadly hostility against the Latter-day Saints. We need not enumerate to 


you all these acts of oppression and wrong. You are familiar with them. 


But the best men in the community, men of pure lives, men who have set an ö 


example to the people ever since they came to these mountains, and in all 


their days, who have led in works of righteousness, who have been citizens 
of the highest type of character, have been selected as victims of a vile per- 


secution, and been assailed and denounced as criminals of the lowest grade. 
Juries have been selected for the express purpose of convicting men who are 


prominent in the Church; and their partisan bias has become so thoroughly 


known in thé community, that the common expression is, that an accusation 
in the courts, as now constituted, is equivalent to a conviction. The rule of 


jurisprudence which has come down for ages past has been, that the accused 


shall be deemed innocent until proved guilty. In our courts, we are sorry to 


Bay, this has been reversed. The burden of proof has rested upon the accused 


in almost every instance the judge, the jury, equally with the prosecution, 


appearing to view him as guilty, and that it was his duty to furnish all the 


proof necessary to exculpate him from the accusation of guilt. Among all 
the English-speaking people, and for ages past, the jury has been looked upon 


as the palladium of human liberty. It has been the richest fruit of our civili- — 
zation. No greater guarantee of fairness could be imagined by our ancestors © 


than that a man accused of crime should have his case submitted to the 


judgment of his peers—his neighbors living in the vicinage—and presumably» 
acquainted with his life, and with the motives which may have prompted — 
him to commit the crime of which he was accused. The wisdom of man has 
failed to devise fairer or more just means thin this of deciding upon their 


fellow - man's guilt or innocenes when accused. But in this Judicial District, 
for a long period past, we do not know of a jury that has been thus consti- 
tuted. Jurors have been selected for their known to 


cused, or to the principle involved in the trial. 


— 


Tho result has been that a Latter-day Saint would abies be: as aati? in 
seeking for justice in the infernal regions, or at the hands of Algerine pirates, 


as in courts of this character. Indictments have been found against’ different 


parties upon the flimsiest’ evidence, aud in some instances upon evidence 


whieh would have no weight with any fair-minded jury. The result has been 
that a reign. of judicial terror has prevailed’ and ‘still prevails in these valleys. 


Seeing no prospect. of fair trial, men ba ve deemed it better to avoid arrest 
for a season, or until there was a prospect uf receiving impartial treatment by 


the courts and juries. ‘Prosecution ‘has degenerated into persecution. A law 


whith tm dnd of itell; we believe, uanconstitutional, and aimed at the 


* 


292 1! ATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLMNNIAL STAR. 


practice of religion, and so viewed by a number of our leading statesmen im 
Congress, is taken advantage of and carried to lengths probably never dreamed: » 
of by many of the men who voted for it. We have sometimes thought that 
it was impossible for men to indulge in such vindictive feelings as have been 
manifested here; but in searching for a cause we have been forced to the con- 
clusion that these violent prosecutions were only intended to provoke the 
people to commit some overt act whereby the incoming nnen might 
be embarrassed. 
Permit us to refer to our own cases, President John Taylor. at the begin: 
ning of this year, hearing of the persecution to which our brethren were sub- 
jected in Arizona, determined to visit that region, in company witha number 
of the Elders. His object in going there was to visit with and, as far as 
possible, comfort the Saints. | Five of our co-religionists had undergone a 
form of trial, a travesty of justice, and three of them had been sent, under a 
sentence of imprisonment of three and a half years and $500 fine each, to 
what may be rightly termed the American Siberia, upwards of 2,000 miles 
distant from their own homes—the House of Correction at Detroit. The 
other two had been sentenced to six months’ imprisonment and 5500 fine in 
the Territorial Penitentiary at Yuma. Every member of our Church was. 
shocked at these outrageous proceedings. For, while all were prepared to 
endure the legal consequences of the violation of the Edmunds law, they 
were not prepared for such gross and tyrannical perversions of the law as 
were involved in these sentences. No man who could by any possibility be 
accused, any longer dared to submit his case to such. treatment, Many of 
them, thereſore, left their homes, to seek in a foreign land that freedum from 
persecution which was denied them in their own. It was under these cir- 
cumstances that President Taylor, and the company of Elders. referred to, 
visited Arizona. Upou his return, and while at San Francisco, he received 
telegrams informing bim that it was unsafe for him to come back to Salt 
Lake City. Disregarding these, however, he did return, and publicly attend- 
ed to his business for some time; in the meanwhile delivering a discourse to 
the Saints in the Tabernacle. Seeing, however, how determined certain 
Federal officials here were to embarrass, arrest and place under bonds every. 
prominent man, and being informed of threats made against his own liberty, 
he deemed it wise, under the circumstances, to withdraw for awhile to attend 
to his business in a more private manner than he had been in the habit of 
doing in his public office. This he has continued to do up to the present 
writing, receiving and answering letters, giving counsel and instruction, and. 
devoting himself assiduously to all the duties of his calling, except in deli · 
vering public addresses from the stand. Neither he, President George Q 
Cannon nor President Joseph F. Smith, have had any official notification op 
reliable information from any officer of} the court that process of any kind 
had been issued against them; at the same time their residenees, especially 
that of Beother Joseph F. Smith, have been invaded. and searched, and the 
Marshal, hia.de,uties,and their spotters and spies have displayed a zeal to- 
ascertain the whereabouts of the First Presidency, that has led to the cou- 
clugion that they..wished to get them into their power and place them under 
arrest. Aud not only this anxiety was, maniſceted in their cases, but Preai- 
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dent Woodruff and several of the Twelve Apostles, besides numbers of other 
leading men, have been threatened and sought for with assiduity. 
In England, upon one oceasion; the eloquent Lord Chatham said, in speak- 
Ang ofthe rights of the subject, that a man's house was his castle; that 
though it might be so poor that the rains of heaven could penetrate it, ‘and 
2 winds beat through its crevices, yet the King of England himself could 
not eross its threshold without its owner's permission. 
A recent illustration of the zeal of these officials and ber- creatures has 
come to light in the case of President George Q. Cannon, who has just re- 
turned from the East. The railroads and highways have been swarmirg 
with Deputy Marshals ahd their myrmidons to intercopt and arrest him. 
We have yet to learn thut it has become necessary for honorable gentlemen 
in America to report themselves to courts,’ Marshals, or any civil officer, 
— they resis home on business, or to ask for passports or tu have them 
The question hea been asked us, bien leads we intend to pursue this course. 
In answer we say, that at no time during our existence have we ever shrunk 
from the investigation of our conduct, our utterances or of our lives by any 
fair tribunal. We have lived under the gaze of the public, and where every 
and expression could be scrutinized. We are as ready to-day, as ever, to 
tubmit our cases to a properly organized court and jury of our peers, to de- 
eide upon. So confident are we of our innocence of alleged wrong · doing, that 
we entertain no fears of the result of such a trial. We are willing to meet 
the issue at any moment. We are fully conscious of our innocence of all 
violation of the laws of God or of Constitutional laws enacted by man. But 
if there are laws made to entrap us, because of our belief in und prastica of 
the revelations which God has given to His Caurch, which a court and jury 
shall decide we have violated, we desire ut least that it shall be upon what 
all the world call good evidence and substantial proof, and not upon religious 
prejudice, and through a determination to convict and punish, evidence or no 
" @vidence. We ought, at least, to have the same rights that burglars, thieves 
gy murderers are accorded under the law. In that‘case, should conviction 
follow, we should submit to it as martyrs have submitted in every age when 
God has had a people upon. ‘the earth, as persecution inflicted en us for our 
to His law. 
Our faith and practice for are to be pun- 
ery is the faith and practice of the best and holiest of God's children. If 
o are sinners in this respect, then Abraham, who is distinguished by the 
Lord himself as the friend of God, was a sinner. If we are sinners, then 
Jacob and Moses and Elkanah, Solomon and David, and a host of others too 
numerous to mention, were also sinners. Even Jesus himself, the Being 
‘whom we adore as our Redeemer and the Author of eur salvation, called the 
Eternal Father whom He worshiped, and whom we are commanded to wor- 
ship, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jucob, showing that the God of heaven 
himself attached no condemnation to these men for their practice of putri- 
archal marriage, but in many instances commanded it, provided laws for its 
arrungement, and called those who practiced it His friends and men after His 
- own heart. And, what is still more worthy of remark, that in chovsing a 
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. lineage from which His beloved Son Jesus should descend, He chose a lineage 
distinguished in the earth among all nations as polygamic. The most re- 
nowned ancestors of the Savior of the world, and to whom He most frequent- 
ly alluded, were polygamists. Can, therefore, our belief in and practice of 
this system of marriage be as wrong as our opponents would have it .appeart 
When this noble array of God's favorite children are remembered, and when, 
in addition, we call to mind the fact that the Bible itself, which has given: to 
the Christian world all the knowledge it has of God and — has _ 
eipully, under God, polygamists as its authors. 11555 

It is averred by some of our enemies that this is not — This is oot 
the view, however, of * members of the Utah . for ther have 
said: 

“This article of faith is as much an essential and e part of their 
creed as their belief in baptism, repentance for the forgiveness of sins, and 
the like.” And again: „All orthodox Mormons believe polygamy to be 
right, and that it is an essential part of their creed.” 

It has also been alleged in Congress, by those who she pleasure i in de- 
nouncing our system of marriage, that the English government in India has 
put down the Suttee, and that, therefore, the United States ought to put 
down plural marriage. If those venerable Solons had tnade themselves. a 
little more acquainted with the action of the Imperial Government of Great 
Britain, they would have found that, while that government put down widow 
burning, it protects by zlaw, in all their rights, privileges and franchises, 
180,000,000 of polygamists, and places them on an equal footing with others. 

The Lord has revealed to us by His special revelations, as clearly and 
positively as He ever did to any of the ancient Prophets, certain principles 
associated with the eternity of the marriage covenant, bas given definite 
commands pertaining thereto, and made them obligatory upon us to carry 
out. He has made manifest to us those great and eternal principles which 
bind woman to man and man to woman, children to parents and parents to 
children, and has called upon us in the most emphatic and pointed manner 
to obey them. These glorious principles involve our dearest interests and 
associations in time and throughout the eternities that are to come. We are 
told that this is His everlasting covenant, and that it has existed from 
eternity; and, furthermore, that all covenants that relate only to time shall 
de dissolved at death and be no longer binding upon the human family. He 
has, moreover, told us that if we do not obey those principles we shall be 
damned. Believing these principles to be of God and from God, we have 
entered into eternal covenants with our wives under the most solemn pro- 
Mises and in the most sacred manner. Among the rights guaranteed. to us 
in the Constitution of the United States is not only that “Oongress shall 
make no law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof,” but that no State shall enact any “Jaw impairing the obli- 
gation of contracts.” Ours are contracts of a most sacred character, and of 
such vital importance for time and eternity, that all worldly obligations and 
contracts sink into.insignificance in comparison with them. Among many of 
the professors of mo lein Christianity this is looked upon as an error, and 
without inspiration or revelation on this subject, all the idea that is ever pre- 
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sented associated with the marital relations, is that they ent r into these 
contracts “ until death do them part.” The beauties, the glories and perpe- 
tuity of those domestic ties, those endearing associations which cluster around 
the family ‘organization, ‘perish’ “whenever the grim messenger Death ap- 
proaches. It is now made a crime by uninspired men to possess those hopes 
and practice ‘those principles which the most virtuous,’ upright, holy and 
eminent men of God have esteemed as treasures beyond price. Under an 
' infatuated; mistaken and suicidal policy they seek to blast those hopes which 
are a solace to the life of the believer in the revelations of God, and to sever 
those connubial ties which bud in time and will blossom and bear fruit in 
the Celestial Kingdom of our God in the eternities to come. 

The Christianity of to-day cannot offer us anything of an eternal character 
to compensate us for the abandonment of the truth which is demanded of us, 
The fact is, mankind, in their endeavor to correct God's system of m 

have adopted a system which is entirely inadequate to save man from the 
dreadful evils by which he is surrounded. While there are thousands and 
millions of honorable, uprigbt men in the world, who have devoted their 


entire lives to the promotion of morality and virtue, and the extirpation of 


every sinful practice, the evils against which they battled have steadily in- 
- creased around them. The system which they taught was not God’s system; 
it did not, therefore, meet man’s wants. Those channels which God has pro- 
vided for the lawful exercise of the appetites with which He has endowed 
man, under the system now in vogue, have been dammed up, and the history 
of Christendom informs us with what terrible results—the degradation and 
prostitution of woman, and the spread of the most terrible scourge known to 
- humanity, the social evil, with its attendant train of loathsome horrors. With 
our knowledge of God's laws: we never can adopt such a system and call it 
civilization. And we again take this opportunity of warning the Latter-day 
Saints against those murderous and damning practices of foeticide and in- 
fanticide, to introduce which in our midst attempts have been made. These 
practices are also the horrible fruits of » inan-made system of marriage, and 
sos terrible have they become, that many of the leading thinkers of the East 
have told their people, and brought statistics to prove, that unless these 
crimes are stopped, it will only be a short time until the primitive Puritanic 
stock will beeome extinct and foreigners take their place, their lands, their 
houses and their homes. These fiendish practices are becoming so common 
that one of the most reliable historians positively asserts that “ millions do 
them, because they think they cannot afford to raise children.” 
As the male members of our Church who practice plural marriage are esti- 
mated as not exceeding but little, if any, two per cent. of the entire mem- 
bership of the Church, we consider it an act of great injustice to the ninety- 
eight per cent. to be abused and outraged, and have ull their business rela- 
tions disturbed, values of every kind unsettled, neighborhoods agitated und 
| alarmed, and the property of the people generally ere because of 
this“ raid” upon these alleged bréakers of the law. 


The statement of how small a portion of the males is engaged in this prno- 
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made against us respecting this institution threatening the 2 form 
of marriage, claimed to be the feature of the present civilisation. 
| Need we ask you, Latter-day Saints here assembled: Do the — ell | 
_ duct of our present would-be reformers afford you examples.that you would 
choose to adopt, or have your children follow? Again, need we ask you: Who 
have been the introducers of .drinkivg saloons, gambling dens and brothels 
. anto our towns and cities! or who have been their patrons and the aiders and 
promoters of every form of licentiousness which, when we came to these 
mountains, we hoped to have left forever behind us? We call upon you to 
„ guard and protect yourselves and families against their corrupt and insidious 
influences. Their ways are the ways of death, and their paths lead down to 
destruction. We exhort you, therefore, to preserve your bodies and spirits 
pure, to protect the virtue and honor of your wives and daughters, to live 
"your religion, to dexl honestly and honorably with all men, and to maintain 
‘inviolate those glorious principles which have been revealed unto you. And, 
; furthermore, do not permit any of these abuses. with which we have to cope, 
_ to tempt you tu retaliate in kind, or to violate any Constitutional law of the 
“laud. You will remember that b. oseph Smith bas said that that sacred in- 
strument was given by inspiration of God, and it becomes our bounden duty 
to sustain it in all its provisions. And eee may in their blind zeal 
seek to oppress us and bring us into bondage, we must not be provoked to do 
as they do; but to maintain the rights, immunities, and seek for the happi- 
ness and well-being, as well as to maintain the freedom of all men of every 
name, color and creed, , 
In conclusion, we solemnly testify to the Latter. day Saints ad 2 ‘the. 
world, as we have done so often in the past, that God has established His 
Zion, and His work will roll forth, and that all those who fight Wee it will 
perish. You have seen this fulfilled to the letter in the past. 
We pray God, the Eternal Father, to bless you in your, families, in your 
fields, and flocks and herds, and in your business and in all your Tighteous 
undertakings, and to preserve you from the hands of all your enemies, and 
to eventually save and exalt you in His Celestial Nee, in the name of 
. Jesus Christ, our Savior and Redeemer. Amen. 
Your Brethren, 
JoHN TayLor, GEORGE Q. Cannon, 
First Presidency of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
After the reading of the foregoing Epistle, N Heber J. Grant offered 
the following resolution: 
In view of the statement in the epistle that we have heard read, that the 
q proportion of the male members of our Church who are living i in the practice 
of plural marriage is but little, if any, more than two per cent. of the entire 
membership of the Church, and the injustice done to the great majority of 
this community by the action of the Federal officials, I move that a com- 
mittee be appointed by this Conference to draft a series of resolutions, and a 
protest to the President of the United States, and to the nation, in which the 
wrongs the people of this Territury have suffered and are still suffering, from 
the tyrannical conduct of Federal officials, shall be set forth specifically aud 
in detail, and asking in respectful Janguage for the same treatment to which 


25 
* 
. 
; 
? 


_LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. — 297 


Other citizens of the United States are entitled, and report the same to a 
mass meeting, which shall be hereafter called.” 
President en put che motion to the Conference, and it was carried 
‘unanimously. 
The following. were submitted as the committee provided for in the motion: 
John T. Caine, William Jennings, Feramorz Little, James Sharp, Heber J. 
Grant, John W. Taylor, Orson F. Whitney, John Q. Cannon, J. F. Wells, 


Chas. O. Card, Abram Hatch, Wm. W. Oluff, Willard G. Smith, Lewis W. 


Shurtliff, Oliver G. Snow, Thomas G. Webber, Franklin S. Richards. Samuel 
R. Thurman, Joel Grover, Rees R. Llewellyn, B. H. Roberts, Joseph Kimball. 
The committee were sustained by unanimous vote. 
| PRESIDENT F. D. RICHARDS 
Said he eee eee the sentiments which had been 3 during the 
Conference, and for the consideration that had been manifested by our breth- 
ren of the First Presidency. The people of the world and the people of God 
bad always been in direct antagonism. The conflict had followed down 
! through the ages. The people of the earth have never been able to see the 
principles of Christ correctly as a whole. The principles of the Gospel as 
revealed from God have been admitted to be the most ennobling by the 
greatest moral philosophers, aside from religious considerations. Great 
moralists and scientists have held thein to be equal in value to the greatest 
truths that have been elucidated through them. Repentance of sin is a first 
principle of the Gospel of regeneratiun; then comes the washing in the waters 
of regeneration, followed by the realization of the ministration of the Holy 
Spirit. These principles were made known to Adam. The first man was 
informed by God that his offering of sacrifice was a forecast of the coming of 
Christ and His atonement. It was taught to him that he must be born of 
the water and of the Spirit. He was caught up by the Spirit, immersed in 
and brought out of the water, and he was born of the Holy Ghost. He was 
also commanded to teach these things to his children, and if they observed 
them they would have the words of life in the world and eternal life in 
eternity. The very first practical step to be taken after wickedness had ap- 
peared on the earth, that men might rid themselves of uncleanness, was to 
comply with these principles. This is the foundation that all men have to 
lay in their hearts that they may be redeemed. Those who are in this con- 
gregation, and have come from nations far and near, know that it was obedi- 
“ence to these things that enabled them to reach their present position. That 


same Priesthood which is after the order uf Melchisedec, had descended from 


Adam, wlio was ordained under the hands of God. This is the same autho- 
rity that exists iu this Church. There will yet be other laws and principles 
revealed for the observance of the Priesthood besides those already given. 
If the world are afraid of what exists; what shall they do when still more is 


vmanifested frum God. The Saints need not fear; The Lord will sustain 


them in all times of trouble by His grace, but He makes no promise in regard 
to trouble that is borrowed. It would be better if some of the more inquisi- 
tive ones in the Church did not ask quite so many questions. It is occasion- 
ally safe to be able to say truthfully that you do not know some things. 
People should not be quite so anxious for certain kinds of information. 
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Obedience to the Gospel is not only full of peace and blessing for the life to 
come, but gives joy in the present. No matter in what society a man 
mingles, those who do their duty and are pure and ‘upright elicit the largest 
degree of esteem. It may not always be openly admitted, but it generally is 
inwardly. It is with nations as with individuals; tendencies to corraption 
bring misery and ruin. The fathers of this country who founded the nation, 
came to this land to 10 fee. They framed and adopted the glorious Con- 
stitution, which incorporates more of the real princi ples of good government 
than any other instrument ever produced. It was given by inspiration of | 
the Almighty. But men have become so degenerate, that they are s tram pling 
all its safeguards under foot in order to crush the people of God. 

The First Presidency have counseled the Saints to commit no overt act, no 
matter how great may be the provocition. Remember the words of Christ 
when his life's blood was oozing from Him: Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.“ It is painful to see men trample the pribeiples of 
the Constitution into the dust, but let us pity them awhile. The Saints 
have reason to rejoice, because x woe is pronounced against them when all 
men speak well of them; but they have reason to rejoice when men speak 
evil of them falsely. It is a time to bring our practical religion into usc, and, 
knowing the purposes of God, we can follow in the foutsteps ‘of Christ and 
exercise self-control. This opposition is just what has been looked for. As 
the work of God spreads, so will this antagonism exist. It is an eternal con- 
sequence of our faith. We are un the altar, with everything we possess. The 
Saints were told in early times that if they would keep God's commandments, 
they would from that time begin to prevail, and this promise had been ful- 

filled. The opposition now developed will go just so far as the Lord will 
permit. The speaker prayed that the blessings of the * 9 rest 
upon the peuple. 


The choir sang: 
The Song of the Redeemed. 


Benediction by Elder Junius F. Wells. on ; 
Iro BE CONTINUED.) 


Praise is sometimes as hurtful as censure. 1. is as bad to be blown into the air as to 
be cast into a pit. 

Do you think of one falsity as harmless, and nadie as slight, tte 8 
intended? Cast them all aside; they may be slight and accidental, but they are ugly 

soot from the smoke of the pit for all that. 
| There is as much wisdom in bearing with other people’s defects as in being ‘sensible of 
their good qualities; and we should make the follies of others rather : a warning and an 
instruction to ourse ives than a subject of mirth and mockery of those who commit them: 
- Punoruatiry.— The punctuality of Washington is proverbial. It is said of George 
III. that an appointment was never ahead of him-—of’ Nelson, that one always found 
him in waiting; and with Admiral Napier punctuality was a cardinal virtue. It may 
seem of little moment to be punctual; but our life is made up of little things.” Our | 
| attention to them is the index of our character, often the scales by which. it is weighed. 
Punctuality requires no undue exertion, and its influence is a moet salutory one. Its 
cultivation seems the more important as we witness the deleteriousness of dilatoriness in 
habit, the evil effects of which none can deny. Better late than never.” translated 
into Better never late,” is an excellent maxim. E WIGS, 
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MONDAY} MAY 11, 1885. 


TO OUR READERS. 

WE devote the most of our space this week to the a of the late General 
Conference, and by this means are enabled to publish the whole of the Epistle 
of the First Presidency. The present condition of affairs in Utah is one of 
intense interest to the Latter-day Saints in all the world. Men, who fora 
short season have the authority to represent the government of the United 
States in Utah, are taking advantage of their temporary power, and, under 
the guise of zeal for the law, are oppressing and persecuting the 1 day 
Saints. These things have been greatly misrepresented by our enemies, and 
we therefore ask our readers to give all the publicity possible to this epistle, 
that many may have the opportunity of learning the truth. In tlie midst of 
so much misrepreseutation by others, let us do all we can to represent our- 
selves. G. O. 


Noticz.—Extra copies of the e STaR, containing the Epistle of 
of the First Presidency, can be hud by applying to this Office. 


Lk DS CoxrRREN OR — The Leeds ( Conference will be held ou Sunday, May 
17th, at 71A, Wellington Road, New Wortley, Leeds. Meetings to commence 
at 10-30.a.m, and 2-30 and 6 pm. President Daniel H. Wells, and Elder C. 
W. Fenrosde President of the London Conference, expect to be present. 


‘Abnivin:—We have received a letter from Elder James H. Hart, in which 
he informs us that the first company, in charge of President Louis P. Lund, 
arrived safely in New York on the 22nd ult, They got. off in good shape on 
the 23rd. The baggage was weighed scrupulously, and all over 100lbs was 
charged for at $4.65 per 100lbs to Couneil Bluffs, — 


RELEASES AND Avrourrmznrs.—Elder Thomas Sleight is appointed Pre- 
ident of the Manchester Conference; Elder Robert Marshall is released from 
bis labors in Ireland, and appointed to labor in the Newcastle Conference; 
Elder John Humphetys i is released from the Manchester, and appointed to 
labor in the Nottingham Conference; Elder Francis Greenwell is released 
from the Irish Mission, and appointed to labor in the Nottingham Confer- 
ence; Elder James McMurrin is appointed to preside in the Irish Mission; 
Elder William D. Salter is released from his labors in the Bristol Cudference 
on account of ill health, end wal return er with the ‘company which 


leaves Liverpool May 16th. 
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MINUTES OF THE NOTTINGHAM CONFERENCE, 
HELD AT THE TEMPERANCE HALL, sr. ANNS STREET, ON SUNDAY, 
APRIL 19, 1885. 
Present on the stand: Daniel H. Wells, President of the European Mission; 
Elder C. W. Penrose, President of the London Conference; Elder S. R. 
Bennion, President of the Sheffield Conference; and R. S. Collett, Traveling 
Elder in the same, also M. L. Pratt, President of, and Elders T. Wright, J. 
Eardley, Henry Walsh, Joseph Spendlove and L. A. Bailey, Traveling Elders 
in the Nottingham Conference. | 

Meeting called to order at 10-30 a.m. with singing, prayer by Elder Eardley. 

President Pratt, in a few remarks, commented upon the position of the 
‘Latter-day Saints in the world, that we had a great work to perform, and it 

was the duty of Latter-day Saints to overcome those habits which were dis- 
pleasing in the siglit of God. He then stated the object of the Conference, 
and asked for the reports of the Branch Presidents. 

The Nottingham, Eastwood, Leicester, Hucknall, Mansfield, Burton, Arnold, 
Derby, Belper and South Normanton Branches were represented in a good 
condition; though their numbers had decreased the last year or two by emi- 
gration, a good work was expected to be done during the summer, The 

Sbeepshed Branch was reported in a very poor condition. They had not 
had a room to bold their meetings in for some time, but it was the intention 
of the brethren to hire a room and try to stit up the neighborhood. 

The Traveling Elders then reported their labors. 

Elder Wright, in reporting the Hucknall District, said he had found the 
Saints a very good people, with a few. exceptions, and they were trying to 
live their religion. There had been several enquiries after the truth, and they 

expected to do a good work this summer. 

Elder Bailey confirmed the remarks which had been wills by Elder Wright. 
He expressed a desire to teach the truth and warn the inhabitants oF this 
land of the judgments which were about to be poured out upon them. 

Elder Eardley, reported the Lincolnshire District, said he had not labored 
in it for the last six months, but had recently made a trip through it in com- 

pany with President Pratt. The Saints were very scattered, and there was 
only one organized Branch in the whole District. He found the Saints a 
good people and striving to live tbeir religion, as far as lay in their power. 

The statistical and fivancial reports for the half year ne March 31, 1885, 
were read and accepted. | 

The following Authorities were sustained by a unanimous. vote in a their 

office: The General Authorities in Zion; Daniel H. Wells, as President of 

the European Mission; M. L. Pratt, as President of, and Elders Thomas 

Wright, James Bailey, Henry Walsh, Joseph Spendlove me I. A Bailey ‘as 
Traveling Elders in the Nottingham Conference; also the Brauch Presidents 
of the Branches in the Nottingham Conference, and John Wells as Clerk. 

Meeting adjourned. Benediction by Elder Wright. we 

The meeting was opened at 2-30 p.m. with singing, prayer by Eider Riese. 

Elder Walsh then addressed the congregation. He commented upon the 
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false views of the world in regard to baptism; showed the necessity of the 
gifts and blessings, and repudiated the idea they were only i in the Church to 
assist in its establishment. 

The Sacrament was administered by Elders Wright and Eardley. 


Elder Bennion said it takes the same to constitute a Saint of God in this | 


day as it did in former days, that it was strictly necessary to fulfill all the 
laws of the Gospel. He bore his testimony 6 the gifts being in the Church 
as in former days. 

Elder Collett said he was surprised when he came to England to hear the 
various religious bodies preach nothing but faith. He showed that faith 
without works was dead. He also made some remarks on the agency of man. 


President D. H. Wells next addressed the cungregation. Said in this day 
we hear a good deal about coming to Jesus. He thought it meant come 
into our Church.” Spoke upon the Mission of Joseph Smith, that he had no 


idea when he went to pray to the Almighty for guidance, that all the denom- 


inations were in error, but he was commanded not to join himself to any of 
them, as God had a mighty work for him to perform. He exhorted the _ 
Saints to diligence and perseverance, and to hold fast the principles of 


eternal truth. 


Elder Penrose then spoke for a short time. Showed that if a church was 


organized, which would be a close copy of the former church, it would not 
make it the Church of Christ, unless it had the sanction of the Almighty; 
and the Priesthood whereby God revealed His mind and will unto His 
children. He also gave the Saints some good advice. 

Meeting closed by singing, with benediction by President Pratt. 

Meeting opened at 6-30 p.m. with singing, prayer by Elder Wright. 


Eider Penrose then addressed the congregation. Showed that the know- 


ledge we attain to in this life will be ours in the spirit world, and the more | 
we learn in this life the more intelligent we shall be when we get outside the 


body. Showed the error of the idea that there was only heaven and hell. 


Explained that every spirit would gravitate to its own level,,and find com- 5 


panions suitable to its own disposition, and that every man would be 


rewarded according to his works, whether they be good or evil. Showed ths 
wisdom and mercy of the Father in instituting the ordinance of baptism for 
the dead, whereby the Saints can be baptized for their dead relatives and 


friends and fulfill for them the law laid down by Jesus Christ: that except 
a man be born of water and of the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom 


of God,” and by this ordinance the Saints may become saviors on Mount 
Zion. He then made a few remarks upon the resurrection. The whole was 
full of good instruction to the Saints, and calculated to instruct them in 


regard to the mind and will of their Father. 


President D. H. Wells, in a few closing: remarks; commented upon the 
principle of baptism for the dead; showed how it was restored again in these 
last days, through’ the instrumentality of Joseph Sinith, and that it was 
received ‘with joy and gladness. Bore his testimony to the divine mission of 
Joseph 9 a He. exhorted the Sainte to be humble, prayerful and faithful 

0 | 
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The weather was all that could be desired. There was a good attendance 
of strangers in the evening. Good order ö and all 0 en 
satisfied with the made. fe; 


= 


ABSTRACT or CORRESPONDENCE. 


FROM GERMANY. 
Elder J. M. Tanner, in a letter written from Berlin, dated April 27, 1885, 


says: 

“Our efforts to spread the Gospel are not rewarded as much as we could wish for, though 
there are at present four or five very interested inquirers attending our meetings regularly. 
We have had an opportunity to bear our testimony to many people here in Berlin the 
last winter, and it is a satisfaction, at least, to know we have delivered them the message. 
One is constantly astonished at the almost universality of infidelity and atheism in this 
land. They are rank, too, and would put an Ingersoll or a Bradlaugh to shame. Peo- 
ple generally have their hearts set on money, and care more for the favors of a rich man 
than for the favors of God. There is a fear, too, that times will grow worse, and a rest- 
less, uneasy spirit exists everywhere among the working classes. Many would doubtless — 
accept baptism from us if we held out any encouragement for an improvement in their 
financial circumstances. | 

During the last two months, there have been a great many wide from coteensondente | 
in Salt Lake published in Berlin newspapers. These have been of an unusually vicious 
character, having no semblance of truth and creating great prejudice against us. 
Publications against the Mormons, however contradictory and incoherent they may be, 
are accepted as if they were angelic productions; as a gentleman remarked: ‘ How the 
writer must have been shocked in the midst of these gross immoralities. Poor fellow! 
I suppose, if he should return and make himself known, a monument would be erected in 
commenioration of his great love of virtue. People do not need to wander as pilgrims to 
the Holy Land and kiss the sepulchre of the Savior, in order to do penance; it is sufficient 
if they make a tour to Utah and pen the horrors of Mormonism,’ at the same time 
describing how such immoralities prey upon their moral (?) sentiments, to not only blot 
out the most heinous crimes of their lives, but 3 entitle them to the roll of hero 
or crown of a martyr. | 

„The next morning, after President Schoenfeld left us, the police called to see him, 
and seemed quite anxious to know his business. There is great suspicion among German 
Officials against the American German element in consequence of the labors of the Ger- 

BAPTISMS IN THE MANCHESTER CONFERENCE. 


We make the following extracts from a letter written on the sma alt, by kes 
Elder J. J. Humpherys, of the Manchester Conference: a 


„My companion, Elder . H. Allen, and I have labored in td us W. 
Oldham Bury District, of the Manchester Conference, since Christmas; woe find some 
very good Saints in this District, and some that are not so good, but I am happy to say 
that class is not very numerous. There are quite a number who have commenced to 
keep the Word of Wisdom, and their testimony i is that they feel betterin health and they _ 
have the satisfaction of knowing they are trying to do the will of God in that repeet. 8 

„Of late, wo have had some strangers at our meetings, who have paid good attention 
40 what was dad. We have found s'few who are willing to cast their lot with the people 
of God. and the Lord is blessing the labors of His servants. On the fourth of this month, 
ay companion baptized oue, and on the 18th, three more. On the Aist we went down 
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to see them, and while we were there, the minister of the church they had been in the 
habit of attending came to see what was the reason they had not been to meeting lately, 
and we had the chance of having a two hours’ talk with him: We were not converted to 
his:way of thinking, and, I am pleased to say, it did the new converts good, for they had 
a chance to see the shallowness of the doctrines he taught. When he left, he did not 
have manners enaugh to say good evening, but bolted out of the house. 


Wo feel to thank the Lord that he has.counted us worthy to stand up in defence of 


the everlasting Gospel, and I feel thankful, every day, that I was called on this mission. 
I prize my experience more than anything else in this world. 


On the 24th we baptized seven others, and we have the names of five more for the next 


time we come round; 0 you see we are meeting with and convincing some few of the 


honest i in heart of the truth of the Gospel. We have held five open-air meetings, and 


- who would stop and — have been orderly, and some few asked questions.” 


* 


1172 THE IRISH MISSION. 
Elder Francis Greenwel, — from Belfast, under date of May 4, 1885, 


have been awakened in the minds of many a spirit of enquiry and investigation, and an 


interest in the doctrine we advance, and we expect soon to baptize several into the 
Chureh. We shall extend our labors into the interior of Counties Down, Antrim and 
— and trust im the ween ane power of the Lord to make our labors fraitful.” 


—-— 


_ FROM WALES. 
Elder E J. Ellis whe: came over to this country on a visit with a com- 
pany of Elders from Utah last October, thus writes te us from Aberystwith 
in a letter dated April 27, 1885: 


many Saints, only one or two here and there. 1 
‘preached in the open-air yesterday, on one of the hills, and had a large audience of four 
hundred or more present. The weather was most unfavorable, or there would have been 


many more. I do not think that our preaching to the people about here will turn many 
-of them from their usual ways, but I bear and intend to bear my testimony to them, that 
I may be freed from responsibility. Most of the people about here are kind to me. 


1 Aberyst with is « beautiful place for us to preach in. There are about two thousand 
English people there during the summer months for the benefit of their health. Ifany | 


-of the Elders come there, nothing would give me more pleasure than te give them my 
utmost assistance, though I live sixteen miles from there“ 


UTAH, NEWS. 
(Summarized from, Territorial Papers. ) 
‘Ripe tomatoes are in the Salt Lake ‘market. 


Fred Hopt, thrice convicted, of murder, i is to have 3 trial. 
et ween two and three feet of snow fell i in Beaver on the 22nd ult. 


The “ open venire” system of obtaining a- jury in Utah ee has been 


:sustained: by the United States Supreme Court. 

Mary Gilmore, a twelve-year-old d iughter of Mr. Chistes Gilmore, of 
Brighton Ward, 4 few. miles west of Salt Like City, was accidentally killed 
on the 16th ult, by being throwa from a horse she was riding. 
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